SOUTHWESTERN CONNECTICUT BASSMASTERS

2017 Club Constitution and By-laws

Article I – Name and Purpose

     Section I – Name

This club shall be called Southwestern Connecticut Bassmasters.

     Section II – Purpose

  To improve our skill as bass anglers through a fellowship of friendly exchange of bass catching techniques and ideas. To promote and encourage youth fishing and to teach young people conservation, respect and love for this great sport. To stimulate public awareness of bass fishing as a major sport. To offer the state conservation department our organized moral and political support and encouragement, promote full adherence to all conservation codes, demand adequate clean water standards and legal enforcement of existing regulatory standards. 

Article II – Membership

     Section I – Number of Members

  The club shall begin with at least six members. The club shall not have more than twenty-three members. The club shall maintain an adequate number of boater members to ensure non-boater participation. The maximum ratio of boater/non-boater allowed will be 60/40 .

Section II – Requirements for membership

To become a club member an individual must;

a. Voluntarily express genuine interest in membership.

b. Share the goals and principles as defined in Article I, Section II.
c. Be recommended by an active member for membership.
d. Be at least eighteen years of age.

e. Be voted on for membership. Votes shall be by secret ballot, and affirmation shall be three-quarters of those members present.

f. Be required to serve a one-year probationary period, during which time the prospective member may be removed from membership consideration without explanation by a majority vote of the Board of Directors.

Section III – Removal of Membership

A member shall be considered for removal from the club for the following reasons;

a. Non-payment of club financial obligations within the stipulated time period.

b. Attitude, goals and principles not reflective of purpose as defined in Article I, Section II.

c. Any action, which would reflect, dishonors and brings disgrace to this club.

d. Failure to attend three of the club meetings during a twelve month period (January – December). Exceptions; Those members whose work, attend school, live greater than 20 miles from the meeting place, or similar existing commitments, or who have sudden emergencies may be excused from this requirement.

e. The President will convene a Board of Directors meeting to discuss a member’s attendance problem. The member must attend this meeting or forfeit his membership immediately. If the problem cannot be resolved, removal from membership will be by majority vote of the Board of Directors.

Section IV – Membership Dues

a. An appointed budget committee shall decide membership dues on a yearly basis. Dues shall be paid in full on or before the club meeting prior to the first scheduled tournament. Dues are not refundable.

b. 2017 membership dues are $70.00

     Section V – Eligibility of Vote

a. Each member in good standing shall have one vote.

b. No proxy votes will be allowed.

     Section VI – Member in Good Standing

          To be considered a member in good standing one must meet the following;

a. All financial obligations must be current.

b. All membership obligations must be current (licenses, dues, etc…).

Article III – Officers

      Section I - Elections

Election of officers shall take place in the following manner:

a. The election of officers shall be held annually at the December meeting with the exception of the             Tournament Director, who shall be elected at the prior October meeting. Elections shall be by simple majority of the members present. Election for each officer shall be held separately in the order listed in Article III, section IV.

b. One month prior to an election nominations for each elected office can be submitted by a member for any member who meets the requirements for holding office (see Article III, section III). The member whose name is submitted will be asked if he wishes to run. If he agrees his name shall be placed on the ballot.

c. Any office uncontested must have at least one vote cast by an elected officer and seconded by the membership.

      Section II – Term of Office

        The term of office is one year, beginning on January 1st and ending on the last meeting day of December, or until each successor assumes his office. The exception of Tournament Director shall assume his office immediately upon election and continue until succeeded the following October.

     Section III – Eligibility for Holding Office

     To be eligible for holding office a member must:

a. Be a current active member of at least one-year in the club.

b. Have attended three-quarters of all meetings and functions during the year.

     Section IV – Elected Officers Duties

       The elected officers of the club shall consist of:

a. President: Preside over all meetings and direct all official business. Appoint and direct all committee functions.

b. Vice President: Act as program chairman, assist the President in his duties and preside in his absence.

c. Secretary: Provide accurate minutes of all meetings.

d. Treasurer: Maintain accurate financial records and report such at each club meeting.

e. Tournament Director: Will chair a special meeting to select and vote upon a tournament trail and rules. Each member in good standing will be invited to attend this meeting and majority vote shall rule. A copy of the new trail will be presented to each member at the regular January meeting. Shall be responsible for scheduling and conducting said tournaments. At the first meeting following each tournament, review results and up to date standings of all club members. Shall select and order trophies and/or plaques to be presented at the clubs annual award ceremonies.

f. Assistant Tournament Director: Will assist the Tournament Director in his duties and preside in his absence.

       Section V – Vacancies

In the event that an office shall become vacant, nominations shall be asked and an election held to fill the remaining term of the vacant office.

       Section VI – Appointed Officers

         The club president shall appoint the following offices:

a. Audit Chairman: Shall appoint a committee of two other members for review of the treasurers book yearly in November. They will present their findings at the December meeting.

b. Nomination Chairman: Shall appoint a committee of two other members responsible for presenting to the membership a proposed slate of officers for the coming year. 

        Section VII – Board of Directors

       The Board of Directors shall consist of the following:

a. All current elected officers of the club. In the event that any officer holds more than one elected office, the President shall select a nominated chairman to obtain the odd vote. All decisions will be by simple majority.

Article IV – Amending the Club Constitution and Bylaws

     The Constitution and Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote. Notice of the proposed amendment must be presented to the Club at least one meeting prior to the vote. Proposed amendment changes will be voted on a quarterly basis. (January, April, July, October)

This Constitution and by-laws dated 4/11/2017 will take precedence over previous rules.
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