SOUTHWESTERN CONNECTICUT BASSMASTERS

Tournament Rules and Regulations

1.
Participation and Eligibility:

Participant must be a member of Southwestern Connecticut Bassmasters (SWCT) and a member in good standing. Patticipant must posses a valid CT. fishing liscense.

2.
Partner Pairing:

Pairing will be done on a draw basis only. No two members will be paired together at consecutive tournaments. Partner pairing will be conducted at the preceding regular monthly meeting. The Tournament Director is responsible for keeping a record of partner pairing. A member who cannot attend a meeting in which a drawing is to take place for tournaments prior to the next monthly meeting, must notify the Tournament Director or an official club officer of his intentions to participate. Failure to do so will exclude the absent member from the tournament drawings to be held at the monthly meeting.

3.       Boat Equipment and Safety:

All members must wear a USCG Class 3 approved life vest. Vest must be properly zipped, buckled or snapped at all times when the boat’s gasoline engine is in operation. Boats may not be powered by an engine which has a horsepower rating in excess of the boat’s Coast Guard rating. Each boat must have a working engine kill switch and aerated livewell. All boats must be equipped with a fishing seat for a non-boating partner and provide sufficient room for two fishermen, their equipment and two limits of fish. 

4.       Tackle and Equipment:

Only artificial lures may be used. No “live bait” or “prepared bait”, with the exception of pork strips, rinds, etc… are permissible. Only one spinning, spincasting or casting rod may be in use at one time. All others are prohibited. Equipment, as specified above, may be in the boat ready to use. However only one wet line is allowed at any time. All bass must be caught in a sporting manner. Trolling is not allowed. Trolling would be considered the movement of a bait caused by the use of an electric or gas motor during a club tournament.

5.       Boat Operation and Expense:

A discussion shall be held between partners prior to a tournament as to the schedule of the boat operations. Partners must be permitted equal time to fish from the front of the boat so as to give each partner the opportunity to fish his selected waters an equal number of hours. The actual operation of the trolling motor will be at the owner’s discretion. Should a partner waive the above rights, he shall retain the right to select the fishing waters of his choice for half the tournament. Any partner who operates the boat in such a manner as to handicap his partner shall be disqualified. Non-boaters will compensate the boat owner for fuel in accordance with the following schedule: $35.00 for short trips and $40.00 for long trips. In the case of out of state tournaments the non-boater shall compensate the boat owner for one half the fuel cost in the tow vehicle for the round trip, and one half the launching fee. This rule is subject for change as the price of gas fluctuates.
6.       Non-Boater Responsibilities and Liabilities:

Non-boaters shall be liable for all damages for which the non-boater incurs and/or causes while operating or riding in said boat. It is the responsibility of the non-boater to ride to and from the tournament with the boater from a location mutually agreed upon, and to assist in launching the boat at the start and loading the boat at the end of the tournament. A Non-Boater wishing to operate a Boaters’ boat must have a valid CT Safe Boating Certificate. Non-boaters who have committed to a tournament and cannot attend the tournament,  must contact the paired boater and the tournament director no later than the Thursday prior to the tournament. Any financial obligations should be settled between boater and non-boater prior to tournament start.
7.       Boater Responsibilities and Liabilities:

Boaters are responsible for the safe operation of their boat and to have minimum of $300,000.00 liability insurance. The boater is responsible for the non-boaters equipment if damaged or lost through the boater’s negligence. Boater must have valid CT Safe Boating Certificate. A copy of both, Boating Certificate and insurance policy, must be presented to the Tournament Director prior operating their boat in a club tournament. Boaters who have committed to a tournament, and cannot attend the tournament, must contact the tournament director no later than the Thursday prior to the tournament.
8.       Sportsmanship:

SWCT Bassmasters are expected to follow the highest standards of sportsmanship, courtesy, safety and conservation. Any infraction of these fundamental sporting principles may be deemed cause for disqualification. Drunkenness by any member during a tournament or at the weigh-in will not be tolerated and shall be cause for disqualification. Maximum courtesy must be practiced at all times, especially with regard to boating and angling in the vicinity of non-competitors who may be on tournament waters. Any act of a member which reflects unfavorably upon SWCT shall be reason for immediate disqualification. No alcoholic beverages or other stimulants or depressants shall be allowed in a tournament boat (also no alcohol at weigh-in before the scales close), unless prescribed by a doctor and the Tournament Director is given prior notification.

9.       Permitted Fishing Locations:

Fishing on tournament waters is permitted anywhere except within; (1) fifty (50) feet of another member’s boat at the exclusion of another, (2) fifty (50) yards of an occupied beach. All angling must be done from the boat. Members wishing to change the habitat by placing any object in the tournament waters may do so if such action does not violate state or federal regulations. Members must not depart the boat to land fish. Boats must remain in the tournament waters throughout the tournament. Members must depart and return to the official checkpoint by boat. Both members must remain in the boat at all times except in the event of a dire emergency. Tournament waters will not be off limits.

10.    Official Checkpoint:

There shall be only one official location for check-out and check-in for each tournament. This rule also applies to night tournaments, with bow and stern lights remaining on at all times between sunset and sunrise. It is the responsibility of the member to know the sunset and sunrise tables. The location of the check-out and check-in shall be designated by the Tournament Director. All fish must be returned to the tournament waters from which they were taken immediately after they are weighed in. An exception to this rule is; a trophy fish may be kept upon notification to and approval of the Tournament Director. There will be no loss of points if the fish is a largemouth weighing six (6) pounds or more, or a smallmouth weighing five (5) pounds or more. These are minimum weights for trophy classification.

11.    Tournament Scoring and Standings:

Auxiliary awards and final winners shall be determined by the pound and ounce weight of each member’s catch during the tournament. Only largemouth and smallmouth bass will be weighed. The limit shall be five (5) of the previously stated species. All members are bound by prevailing statutes and regulations of the state. Only bass which measure twelve (12) inches or more in length, mouth closed, on the longest straight line shall be presented for weigh-in. Any member may request courtesy measurements before presenting their catch for weigh-in. All measurements will be taken on one (1) official board, so designated by the Tournament Director. It is the responsibility of the member to ask for a courtesy measurements. However, any member who weighs in a fish under twelve (12) inches will be disqualified and all of his fish will be returned to the tournament waters. Dead fish are the responsibility of the member and will not be returned to tournament waters or discarded at the weigh-in site.

              Scoring Method:

              One Hundred Thirty (130) points will be awarded to first place. For second, third, etc… five (5) 

              points will be deducted from first place points in accordance with place finished. An additional 

              two (2) points lunker bonus will be awarded to the member who has the big fish for said

              tournament, and an additional two (2) points limit bonus will be awarded to any member with a

              five (5) fish limit for said tournament. Ten (10) points are awarded to members who fail to weigh

              in a fish for said tournament.

12.    Dead Fish Penalties:

For each dead fish weighed in a four (4) ounce penalty will be deducted from the total weight. The Tournament Director or committee member shall be in charge of keeping a log and recording these points at each tournament. A dead fish is not eligible for any lunker pool, point bonus and year end award. 
13.    Late Penalties:

Members reporting late to he weigh-in station will be penalized one (1) pound of his total weight of fish for every five (5) minutes late. Any member more than fifteen (15) minutes late shall be disqualified. There shall be no excuse for tardiness, and in no case shall a member be allowed to make up lost time. Exact start and end times shall be announced. Exceptions to the above rules are breakdowns, game warden or police checks, etc… Proof or verification of any exception must be submitted to and approved by the Tournament Committee (exceptions apply to late weigh-ins only).

14.    Ties:

In the event of a tie, a tie breaker system will take effect. This is determined first by the largest fish, secondly by the most fish. If a tie still exists then the tie stands.

15.    Protest Procedures:

All protests must be executed in a gentlemanly manner. All protests must be brought to the attention of the Tournament Director on the day of the tournament at the tournament site. If the protest can’t be resolved between the parties involved, with the Tournament Director acting as a mediator only, the following procedure may then be enacted. The Tournament Director will select a three (3) man panel. This panel, with the Tournament Director acting as a non-voting advisor, will hear the protest and evaluate the testimony and evidence provided. Once each party has completed their presentation, the panel will dismiss them to discuss the matter privately and reach a decision on the protest that evening. The decision of the panel is final. The Tournament Director shall notify the SWCT President and the parties involved with the verdict, within one week of the panel’s decision. The possible verdicts are;

A.     Protest denied – No action

B.      Protest upheld – Warning

C.      Protest upheld – Disqualification

D.      Protest upheld – Suspension

E.       Protest pending – Mechanical evaluation needed at the expense of the protester

If a protest should involve the Tournament Director, the President, Assistant Tournament Director or the Secretary shall act as the mediator.

16.    The above SWCT rules supercede all previous tournament rules. 

       The above rules are effective March 10, 2015.
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